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enryv Ridgely, Leader of the Delaware
Bar and Probable Democratic Noms:-
nee for the Senatorial Toga, Seeks
‘Opportmz:'ry for Public Service

“THE WORLD NEEDS MEN
OF VISION—UNSELFISH
SP()KESM_EN, "’ HE DECLARES

Unfagging Loyalty of Helpmate Sup-
ports Him in His Interest in Farming,
Literature, Athletics and Solution of

Pressing Problems of the Day

0T all of the world’s fizhting men are in uniform.

T

And there are wars and campaigns and battles on this earth where

the blaring trumpet does not sound,

nor cannon thunder.

There are men and women who win battles that are as long as life
arainst tremendous odds of physical handicap; who, in a senge, ignore these
odds; who, with their own superhuman effort and the constant help and
eomradeship of a silent partner, force the enemy to play the role of friend,

of such a group of intrepid fight-
ors is Henry Ridgely, of Dover,
Bind, and yet a leading lawyer of
the State of Delaware, successful
farmer of 400 acres of apple, peach
and grape, and heralded Democratie
nominee for the United States Sen-
ates

0f such iz Mrs, Henry Ridgely, his
wife, who with eyes that help to see
for him, who with a will that fights
begide his, four-square to all obsta-
¢les, is as dauntless and victorious
for him as he could he for himself.
Their interest is one, their battle is
gne, their victory is one victory.

Mr. Ridgely is president of the
corporation of the Farmers' Bank,
of Dover, which iz the depository for
the State and county moneys; he is
a trustee of the University of Dela-
ware and chairman of the Commit-
tee on Instruction which chooses the
faculty. And he is the author of the
only complete digest of the State of
Delaware's judicial reporta,

YAnd," says Mrs, Ridgely with
pardonable prifde, “you may discount
it because I am his wife, but I be-
lieve he is the greatest lawyer in
the State—if not in the country.”

With all his activity, Whieh con-
stantly throws him inte the arena
of public life, Mr. Ridgely has so
subordinuted his blindness to his in-
tense determination to meet all men
on equal toyms, to receive no defer-
ence becanse of his physieal handi-
ap, that, it is said, one half of the

men and women who meet him never |

realize that he i= blind,

Indeed, it might be said that
Henry Ridgely is not blind, He
walks the streets of his native town,
Dover, wnnzsisted. He faces the
bench or 4 jury in the open court-
rom with unflugring energy and
ntellivence.  Ho prepares his cases
and makes his dicests with little
more assistance than any attorney
requires, Ile directs the business of
80 immenso payving farm. He
Yeads, swims= nnil dances,

In the meme ry ol ope of his fel-
low attorneys, whe has known
Wenry i lrely for the last fifteen
‘“f-‘- only four times during their

g acqunintance has Mr, Ridgely
Rentioned his blindness.

HE”“'T-' Rifdgely, with affectionate
Besistan, rom his wife, refuses to |
member that he is blind; he fixes
Ms clients with cyes that ave strik-

IL“LI}‘ clear wnd ardent, so that they,
Uthey Lnow foreot his infirmity;

}::m:.mill gz opponents on the
that !“"--:-" nd usually wing—so
VIV Intents and purposes, the
Miﬂd man 1= nnt | L,
"We ciant
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o very well, Henry |
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cupped her |

the lawyer and llie'll
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and then to view the company with
grave and acute interest,

Mr. Ridgely is a tall, dark,
thoughtful man. In immaculate flan-
’rml trousers, dark blue coat and
white shoes when he had dressed
after the bath, he sat ecasily in a
great wicker chair., Beside him, on
a wall bench, was Mrs. Ridgely,

{fresh-looking and youthful in her”

Ilight, cool summer dress,

Sightless Eyes, Set Deep

in a Strong, Fighting Face

My, Ridgely's manner is direct,
incisive, Only fleeting do the curves
[of a smile soften the strong lines of
| his face. For the most part, his face
lis that of a fighter—not one of
Ihrawn so much as one of deep,
tleun, vigorous thought.

“T am what T eatl n double-breasted
Delawarean.' e sald.

Sinee 1745, lLis family has lived iu
Dover. And it has been n family of
distinetion, e, Charles Ridgely wus

(o memtber of the Coloninl Assembly

und of the Convention which framed
the Comstltution in 1776, The lawyer's
grandfathier, Henry M, Ridgely, was

celeeted o the Unlted States Senate by
| the  Whigs, Nicholns Ridgely was

the father of  chaneellery in  this

[eountey. Mr. Ridgely's own  father,
(Dl during the latter portion of his
e, was Seeretary of Stite of Del-

awure, And also g practiving lawyer
ol fte,

My age [s fifty-three, und the month
of my birth was January,” Henry
Ridgely sull.

He took o Ligh schonl eourse in
Dover, snd then entered the lnw office
of his father, Edward Iidgely, Later
i periad at the Wesley Collogiute Ine
stitute and n speclul course ut the Uni-
vergity of Pennsylvanin coneluded  his
legal training, nnd he was admitted to
rl.uj- biur when he was twenty-one years
i,

During all this perlod he had full
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BLIND LAW YER, AIDED BY HIS INDOMITABLE WILL |
AND DEVOTION OF HIS WIFE,MAY GO TO U.S.SENATE

““And he is eloquent. He lines up his | will not simply remnain cogs in the great
points one by one with amazing force machine of an organization, hut will
and insurmotntable eonvietion, He s attuek  problems  disinterestedly, and
u legal opponent that any man can | wWith only one desire, and that to rolve
tremble to meet without belying cour- Lh’“'l' for the good of the greatest nume-

i er.
— | It 1s eaid in Dover that Mre, Ridgely
Loves Poetry and Enjoys

enrrlen ﬁﬂm?llllll’ of the snme nttitude
Free Verse—in a Measure  'o N« legal puzzies.

But not all the hooks Mr. Ridgely | Disinterested in Money;
and his wife rend are books that ke Turns Mind to Problems

o o remember,  For instanee he
::1}:3:st;:n.nrrrT_:'l. " | **He s not out after the money : he is|
“Perhaps T shouldn’t eonfess ”m!ilnlrrnnlﬂ! In the legal problem, whieh
-gometimes folk object to o man en=lto tha best of his ability he tries to
joging verse.' e smiled one of his|disentangle for the good of the nelgh -
infrequent smiles, Dot T do ﬂnioylhnrhnml.' the inhabitants of Dover will
(L

verse. tell you.

“tAnd he enjoys free verse, ton—Amy And they will add that therein he 15|

owell, She's written some heautiful | much like his blind father before him.
:11.'7.:.;.'.! don’t you think®’ ndded Mrs. | who would never try a eaxe unless h';
Ridgely. “*But he i not a complete con- | was first convineed of the Ipnocence o
vert to free vorse.' his elient. And (f his client was not in-
Mr., Ridgely buss all the lntest books | nocent he refured to take the caxe.

an internationnl and national affairs, The collle dog, whieh had been romp- |

alsn publtentions such ns the Man- | ing n half hour before on the beach with
ehestep Ciardian, It is his desire to | the two bathers, wilked t||||ntl}' nat on
keep abreast of the times, and he ap- | the poreh and then souggled up ngainst
wmrently suecceeds, with the help of Mrs. | the chnir In \l‘llli'lr”.\lr. Iidgely sat.
\liu'lnr-l)'. “The dog's name?"" Mr, Iurlunllvl re-
Conesrning hie probable melection as | peated. “'Oh, that's a kind of joke.

e

of our tools,'” Is the way the \‘Nmrash
Henry R, Johnson phrases 1, -
feet the tools we have left for ohr
work.,  We've developml our memoty,
our minds—sa that thinking has be-
come elearer and mors ineisgive, 2

On The Green Mr, Ridgely is still
numbermd among the “'young. n:*ii\r‘;"’
men,  Boat Me. Johneon, gray hea
figure, walking along the shaded paths
of The Green, has hecome a mentolr,

“The young lawyers, when they
stumble on a stiekler in law and ean't
make anything of )" sald the ald
man's colleague, “‘go to kee Mr, John-
son."' i

It Mr. Ridgely wins the Demoerafic
nomination for the United States Sen-
nte, and Is eleeted, he will he the see-
ond blind man to take part in the
deliberntions of the Nation nt Wash-
ington.  The other is Sepntor Thomas
Pryor Ciore, of Oklnhomn,

Their lves are in many respacts
similar. Neither was barn hlind, though
Nenntor CGiore heeimo blind at n mueh
earlier age than Mr, Ridgely. At ten
he wne blinded throngh an  aceident
while nt play,  Senntor Gove also cultis
vated n passion for reading, ns a youth,
and his memory develapod an remarks-
ahlv as Mr. Itidgely's. He wns inter-

T ey o

-

Mrs, Ridgely reading to her husband on the porch of their Rehoboth

the | up., That's not a good habit.
Dover, Del,, which
the Ridgely family
has oceupled since

portunities for rowlng. I enll it creek, | that a good deal of work
of | thinking—the mind happens to be the

opinion. Yon know," of ehief importance in

“the | only tmplement
made it a river."

, T am In my office at 0 o'clock. My
Ridgely is an extremely busy

maln work is the prepnration of cases

STR

and the giving of opinlons.
cotrse, my office wor
ties In regard to the bonk. [ leave the ! many problems to solve in furming, My
office at 3, and then perhapa :
In the evenlngs I read."

Mr. Ridgely’s home is the old Ridgely
house, on the northeast corner of the
' ing the home |
t i8 hls office,
in the com- “Week-ends and n large portion of my o

Conducts His Farm
as Scientific Problem

{neludes the du-

large crop of fruir.
have on 1wy linn

iarl,\- apples and grapes.
slstent problem s proper distriliurion.
and eommunieating with g

the oldest house

butlt in 1728, and has boen oceupled by
| Ridgelys since about 1760,

It isx n charming example of Colonial
It is of brlek, with char-
| neterlstie white trimmings.
of the walls
hy elinging green

Times Huye changed, it
nnly o matter of brawn: it i< o nutter
‘I'he interior is {
of the most at- Eront
Jdeal of pesearels angd reading, whil
might dignify with the nnme
rablems jre seientitie
ment of trees, the teeatient
are matters thng poing
[realim of sefence,'*

T.-rm[ril-h- soutin of Wilmington,

Leading almost direetly from the 11-
15 the Lallway, and the door te af the roil,
usslstinen of Geopge M, Flsher, an ot -
n stenographer,
duets his lurge practice,
the typrwriter he himseolf uses

In one corper
though he understands the varis
tems of reading for the blind
of other rooms

I'tie walls
in i
larye

corner of the back room of the qunint
itile low-eeilinged office are two Inrge
tomes in Braille

“I studied Braille and the Nety York
Inter systeny just as Henrey il

high, with a width and a depth of n
toot and w half and three feet, respec- ail
1ist
't mnke
knows all

1n one of these cubinets are packed—

nnd they wre packed so tight it 13 acroxs The Gireen, “but 1 eo

hetween the sheets of record paper—the the: sy=tems,

hasty glance Ridgely s
Rilgely's ecareer to date and, in the of
“Endymion,"" the (des of Horpre
Apoerypha, the Rible,

Most of these
banks are obtainerd 1%

p--n-llng_nr to he
Eacli cabinet is full from top to bot- only

the

thing elee that might be wnid, measure

voliumes Mr, Ridgely nses
Ridge!y's Industry and his eic-

The lurger purt of his rending is done
I They read novels tagether,

n ol ar bonl ) oo bics, politieal

Home a Paradise Fublemin: neehology: S Tk, T .
of Comfort and Taste
The back of
long gavden of unusual taste,
dining room gives out on a poreh wherse
| Mr. and Mes, Iidgely nre aeens=tom)
to hreaklfnse in the warim weatlier,

have rend Willintn Jumes' levtures on
Teagmintism,’ 4
Nulntshbury's pook an literary eritiod
and e named e long list of elossics

a gond detective stary

Mr. and Mrs, Ridgely on the steps of thelr seaside cottage

ndvantage

ciireer as lawyer. In 18083 he was
marrfed,  About twenty yNedrs ngo  nn

[ tnhertted dmperfoction in his visgn be-
e mapbiest, uned o al ore |
[distiurbing, until ten o Afteen years
ago he had lost virtally all use of his |

ey e,
T voulowinnt o know my buslness,
I suppone you wight say 1 am especinlly
Interested in banking, agriculture nnd
law., A general proctitioner in law—
with & penchant !lur equity practlces,
be observed,

“And if you want to know his re-
creations,” Interrupted hig wife, "‘they

“He rend o book the othep
A pathway, undep great trecs, nn ;

was us thrilling as 0 movie
flowors, |n_|1||,|-. .‘-ll'.‘IIKIIl 0 un uarrow to ’rhv‘ enthusinsm in her volee dis Inse)
n chattering little fountain-pool, Gold
fish swim anbout lozily among the [11es,
To the left of the pool 15 o teahiogwe,
sereened il emboawered in foiluge
of the evenlng Mr,
Idgely sit here o wateh the everlnsting

of his eyesight, and for alman, though there are times when he

[ vonsiderable  time  during his early splendid librors

' Loves a Good Novel
but Only on Vacation

SDeing iy vaeation here 1 ospend

L There was an intimation ip
piost of my thoe bathiog and veading,

When the moon is high, this garden
i nogacden of faery, rieh in shadows
The atmosphern | anything.
of the entire house and, indeed, of th- |
| Gireen In front of it, where rise ancient
trees and the besuly of Colonlal houses,
whispers of quiet, ghos
ent es.m-n dmlul the lmf‘t lol{c"“lr”l af | he hol

nand iace, on a Revolution-

3 dreamn

J dluring vaeation ; but, altogether,

“He has an exteaovdinary memory,'’
Chief Justice
the courtroom
tings made by attorneys,
the cane clearly before him ns
ading 1t out of a
question that he Is
the Htate,

e Hkes better a book that he ean

tly, periwigged

1 am home—in Dover—I am

fortunately, as soon as I.w
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And his grave face lighted up for a ested, fon, in lu.-.l-:‘_f.f history, philos-
brief instant. ‘‘His full name 1= Rob ophy—ecpecially political philosophy—
Roy Mnactiregor ' nrl At oan enrly age enterml the law
“And we enll him Mae of MacGree s I--."-ul of Cumberlnnd University, :
gor for short,”" langhed Mrs Rideely Bur Senator Gore's life Jliffers trom
| Mr, Ridgely walked into the adjoin- the Drover bnwver's in the foot that the
ing room for a moment. This wns the Sonator bod ambitions for politieal life
f |-f|n||||; roowm, bright with cretonne and He was Jeleered i TUOT s the first
| sunshine, l_."""‘i States Senator from the State
During his nbsence Mrs, Ridgely |08 thiakionn
said : ~ Uls clenrness of expr . his bril.
! --f;.n vou mustn't get the tdea that Hant ability ar debaie in forceful
3 T 1 have to help Mr. Ridgele. He gets Tepartes won him in lis ve ith ”””'I‘. the
g around by himself. He needs no belpo sanie repgtation as Mr. Ridgely enjoys,
5 ¢ I Nt she lunghed agoin, ."rm.'ir 1.I-- 1.”!"._ Will Not E.\'pfoit
able to take ecare of himself If he wever b ] -
[ gets to the Sennte.'* Infirmity in Career
) ) Mrs, Nidgely s n H:nn!l_\wl_:.:m and Senator Gore has always strieen to
by -~ a companlouable one, She is 1 Hast cxplottuiion of bis infrmity
. Bl V.,V widely known throughout the State wa ad politienl capiral In
k ? | Doluware na §s her hushand, For th ry ke Mr. Ridgely. Sen-

pertod of the war she was Ntate chnirs
man of the Third, Fourth amd Fifrl
Likerty Loan drives, Blie wus one of

the officors in the Federal eserve

bead of the Suffrage eampaign in her

Seate and leader of the lederation of
, : romen's (it

The cottage on the heach at Rehoboth, where Mr. Ridgely indulges his fondness for surf bathing » ::1'1':- '1: ,1.1.1 J‘:; native of Daover. She

" wag born in Baltimore, her malden

ms,"" eald Mr. Ridgely. “‘and that !a a nomines for the Tonited States Senate, | name, Mabel Llovd Fisher. Defore b

~ Mr. Ridgely is elrewmspect, [ narringe she studied architecture in
“You see"" Le peparked, T am not | New York Clity,
1o quiirteinn If the people noninate “Have I ever practicod?” And after
I8 now 20,000 bushels af e, thon, of course, [ will fight for the s moment’s ruminatiom  she decided
y be cleetion I eampnign to the best of | that an arehiteet ‘practives' s we
wh s Ltuy ahilite )

It's a trite thing to heim; a phssteinn ‘No,
I o not sech any nomina« | But T did build o home ane i
I am intensely interested | hoyse T bullt, and the enly Lovse, was

yopresent cday prabletis—they are per- | dog honse."'

haps not new problems, hut the same ! Whether this maiden fort wag for

it ekl Iressed in new elothes. Moe oop noc, 18 o1 omattee thint wis net
I 1 ot pomdnated, T think T may | (ilouwinnted by further Jisclosures

be able 1o conteibute au stritude that 13ur in the restor noof the Rilgels

phatary in polities. It (8 an | house ond the furnis

vl wllows of no precon- | can be detectod the touch of o han
vl " is o oeareful, | of taste. Mrs. RUlgelv's ‘pste 1= o
thought ihlased approach 1o prob- | iinly evident tn the hame ar ool \
TILERS v o lenger be solved by | by the  sen.  the  exterior of wliierl
wld ‘.':-:;:...'»- weareely gives promine of the Bengties
Lhy | corhil hins changed within the  and the forts within, 14 <y
liist frwe A The United Ntutes is is only u ¢ leate of hundeods of fra
T ! same, the people are not . houses ohe sees negr the sen o
st the same as Uf there hadn't been a | green, nnd  rather  weatlop. L 1t
Fonts Ui it o e, e et | WABAE It weemn 0 bave earer o
\ i 1€ | il ine of many a dqo

(1] bt ween

The eretonned w
cdiime and tweedledee sub= | the light generously
IWidgely, "

(
Itto the rooms, t)

Ceunningly  buile wall  sents

veen  tweedledum and | wrlting table extending out of ane cope.
Livileddod stemted the lawser, for! nep of the hiving roont, indiente tha
1 r“'. L lines about his mouth direction of n woman not only of tgete
rolirning Vil tlie peaple walt for a| but of bmaginario '
plies i —i herts By .-'lIPJ]\!‘,\“[l-n_ W h.iil “Henry, and | too, having lost

ng of its rivatils

WK, wlich draw

isted that the

the lite of o blind
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ard  blindness, and

] li¢ sUrCess, Iun. was l.
Plarvge tenstre due to th s stiinee his

il s given libm He marrvied in
1000, nie] his wife has Leen hils eons

it ogpbde and eompanion ever sinee.
His wife wns Miss Kay, ap-
podntea] v foe liis guide i doy during
i poditteal vully Jnow smudl Toxan town,
And she hus tinued to by lils guide,

g teenni]l ]y |

reader nnd ndviser

A Rebiobndy Ne, IR Iy 13 lonked

on wWith nwe sml o ation,  The

= ol thls stlont man seem to
fonbhoygr lifm They are jme

Howeypp \ v slght of him
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T, \ I el
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r at
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! furm,
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e ool take
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